
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Radziwill: Duchesse de Dino 129 

Marcks shows clearly that Bismarck's entry into public life was no 
accident : he was always on the lookout for a political opportunity. In 
1839 he had left the Prussian administrative service, finding it intoler- 
able; but, because it seemed the only road to power, he re-entered it 
in 1844 and was referendary again for four months. In Pomerania, and 
afterwards in the province of Saxony, he neglected no legitimate means 
to obtain seat and voice in the provincial diet. His first office, that of 
captain of dikes, did not come to him without effort on his part: he 
secured the discharge of his predecessor for neglect of duty (p. 295). 
The summoning of the United Diet in 1847 an d a vacancy in the Saxon 
Ritterschaft were occasions for which he was ready; if the opportunity 
had not come then it would have come later, and he would have seized 
it with equal promptness. 

Every reader of Marcks's Kaiser Wilhelm has been awaiting his Bis- 
marck with the highest anticipations; and, in substance, these are real- 
ized. In this volume there is the same control of the material, the same 
judgment in its use, the same skill in its presentation. In one respect, 
however, the reviewer confesses disappointment : this volume is less 
readable. The truth is that Marcks is so conscious of the richness of 
the Bismarck literature and so familiar with the earlier biographies that 
he frequently hesitates to retell the tale, simply and directly, and substi- 
tutes allusion. This is, from every point of view, a mistake. Even 
the German " cultured public " does not remember everything which the 
specialist thinks it must remember, nor does it strongly object to be 
reminded of what it knows. And neither the German reader nor any 
other reader likes the allusional style. The effort to remember is dis- 
turbing; failure to remember is annoying; perception that you never 
knew what the author assumes that you know is humiliating. Any 
book so written lacks something of being a great book; for a great 
book is not a supplement — it sums up and stands alone. 

Munroe Smith. 

Duchesse de Dino (puis Duchesse de Talleyrand et de Sag an) : 
Chronique de 1831 a 1862. Publiee avec des Annotations et un 
Index Biographique par la Princesse Radziwill nee Castellane. 
Volume IV., 1851-1862. (Paris: Plon-Nourrit et Cie. 1910. 

PP- 534-) 

This volume brings to a close a Chronicle remarkable for several 
elements. It may be regarded primarily as the disclosures of a person- 
ality of singular force and charm, or as a collection of illuminating 
impressions of men, women, and events of the second thirty years of the 
nineteenth century. Since most of the entries — all in the later volumes 
— are taken from the author's letters to M. de Bacourt, the Chronicle 
has the character of an intimate causerie of a brilliant woman. The 
impressions have a sharpness of outline rarely possessed by recollec- 
tions arranged late in life for a volume of memoirs. They have an 
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interest for history, because the Duchesse de Dino had unusual means 
of obtaining correct information, through her connections at court in 
Berlin, through her correspondents in Paris and Vienna, and through 
friends even at the court of the exiles at Frohsdorf. In her thoughts 
one discerns the currents of sentiment moving the ruling personages of 
Europe fifty or sixty years ago. There is also an astonishing number 
of references to persons: between three and four thousand mentioned, 
and nearly three hundred referred to more than five times. 

In this volume the prejudices of her caste are somewhat more evident 
than they were in the earlier volumes. She shared the uneasiness felt 
by the older aristocracy at the rising tide of democracy. The rouges 
were much in her thoughts after the events of 1848, and in connection 
with the revolutionary movements in Italy in 1859 and i860. She de- 
tested Lord Palmerston as a dangerous encourager of such revolution- 
aries, and Lord John Russell, whom in 1834 in London she described 
as " le plus doux, le plus spirituel, le plus honorable, le plus aimable des 
Jacobins ", she referred to twenty-five years later as " ce vilain petit 
radical". It is because of her fear of radicalism that she readily con- 
doned the coup d'etat of 1851. She wrote, December 11, "II ne s'agit 
ni de l'exalter, ni de le stigmatiser pour le moment. II s'agit d'en 
observer les consequences, et, si elles tournent a l'ordre, a la conserva- 
tion, si l'anarchie est terrassee, si les interets materiels de la societe 
sont sauves, il faudra bien chanter le Te Deum." As late as 1856 she 
finds that at Vienna the Emperor Napoleon is quite a la mode. He is, 
she writes, " plus puissant dans l'opinion que ne l'etait son oncle, parce 
qu'on n'etait soumis a celui-ci que par la peur qu'il faisait, et qu'on se 
confie en son neveu par la peur qu'on a des autres ". " II semble a tous 
un bonheur, une egide. Le prince de Metternich en parle ainsi, et les 
plus grandes dames en disent autant." It is probable that Metternich 
was disillusioned before he died in June, 1859. Certainly the confidence 
of the Duchesse de Dino was shaken by the events of the Italian 
movement. 

The entries in this volume begin with 1851 and close in May, 1862. 
The author died the following September. Concerning political events 
her most instructive comments touch the efforts to unite the two branches 
of the Bourbon family, the vicissitudes of diplomatic negotiation during 
the Crimean period, and the events in Italy after the outbreak of war 
in 1859. She looked at the struggle in Italy from the point of view of 
a German duchess, rather than from that of a woman long resident in 
France, and was particularly interested in the attitude which the Prus- 
sian government took towards the attack on Austria. She followed with 
deep concern the decline in Frederick William's health, and pitied the 
prince regent because of the delicate position in which he was placed 
by his brother's condition, but she did not see very far into Prince 
William's character, and even remarked, " il est faible, ce bon prince." 
It was four days after she died that Bismarck was made president of 
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the council and the country had an opportunity to learn the stuff of 
which the king was made. Her only reference to Bismarck is exact 
enough. In 1855 there was a rumor that he was to become minister of 
foreign affairs, and she remarks, " Si ce bruit se verifiait, la guerre entre 
l'Autriche et la Prusse, deja probable, deviendrait certaine; car M. de 
Bismarck deteste l'Autriche, autant que moi je deteste les chats." 

As in the earlier volumes, the Duchesse de Dino reveals a peculiar 
power of delineating personages with a few quick strokes. Here it is 
oftenest when she learns of their deaths, for she had reached the age 
when each year brought its losses, friends, acquaintances, persons in 
whom she was interested — the Duchesse d'Angouleme, Wellington, Sal- 
vandy, Metternich, the Duchesse d'Orleans. Of the daughter of Louis 
XVI., who died October 19, 1851, she wrote, " Les grandes infortunes, 
toujours portees avec la plus noble et la plus simple dignite, lui assignent 
une place tout a part dans notre deplorable histoire contemporaine. II 
ne lui a manque qu'un peu de charme et de grace, pour la mettre au- 
dessus des plus grandes victimes de tous les siecles." In recording 
Salvandy's death she sadly but finely remarks, " Quand on voit dis- 
paraitre les etres qui se trouvaient meles aux souvenirs de notre exist- 
ence, tout un monde de choses se reveille et se dresse devant nous. . . . 
En voyant nos contemporains les temoins de notre jeunesse disparaitre, 
on se rappelle telle circonstance, telle soiree, pleines d'emotions vives, 
ou ils etaient spectateurs; puis tout s'engloutit dans un tombeau ouvert 
avant le notre." 

After reading these four volumes it is easy to subscribe to the senti- 
ments her granddaughter, their editor, expressed in the preface to the 
first : " Ses attraits, comme ses dons, f urent rarement egales, mais ce 
qui est moins connu, c'est la seduction morale qu'elle exerqait sur tous. 
ceux qui l'appfochaient." 

Henry E. Bourne. 

A Memoir of the Right Hon. William Edward Hartpole Lecky,. 
M.P., O.M., LL.D., D.C.L., LittD., Member of the French Insti- 
tute and of the British Academy. By his Wife. (London and 
New York: Longmans, Green, and Company. 1909. Pp. 
xvii, 420.) 

For the wife of an eminent man to write a biography of her husband 
within the compass of four hundred and twenty small pages is an event 
of sufficient rarity to call for special commendation; while the freedom 
of the pages from flattery, hero-worship, and personal and irrelevant 
digression is so unusual as to arouse in the reader great respect for the 
taste and judgment of the author. Mrs. Lecky has everywhere shown 
admirable self-restraint in the treatment of her subject and though in 
Irish politics she does, perhaps, less than justice to the cause of the 
Home Rulers whom her husband opposed and in her extracts from cor- 
respondents' letters sometimes selects only such portions as put her 



